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Methodology
Step 1: Pick the right chart type for your data.

Source: 8 Ways To Make Beautiful Finance Charts In Excel, 
http://www.upslide.net/blog/ways-to-make-beautiful-financial-charts-and-graphs-in-excel/ 
(http://tinyurl.com/y7a9jw4u).
 
Step 2: Arrange data for chart type selected
Tip: for large data sets, summarize your data using pivot tables. 

See “Create a PivotTable to analyze worksheet data” at 
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/Create-a-PivotTable-to-analyze-worksheet-data-a9a84538-bfe9-4
0a9-a8e9-f99134456576?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&ad=US (https://tinyurl.com/y7sew8j3)

Resources
 
Introduction to Excel charts. https://www.gcflearnfree.org/excel2013/charts/1/ 

“Create a chart from start to finish” at 
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/Create-a-chart-from-start-to-finish-0baf399e-dd61-4e18-8a73-b3f
d5d5680c2 (http://tinyurl.com/jfp77bj). 

Format elements of a chart. 
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/Format-elements-of-a-chart-b6c787d5-f90a-41d2-a901-9d3ed9f0
dbf0 (http://tinyurl.com/y7mbzs3m).

http://tinyurl.com/y7a9jw4u
https://tinyurl.com/y7sew8j3
https://www.gcflearnfree.org/excel2013/charts/1/
http://tinyurl.com/jfp77bj
http://tinyurl.com/y7mbzs3m


Source: 8 Ways To Make Beautiful Finance Charts In Excel, http://www.upslide.net/blog/ways-to-make-beautiful-financial-charts-and-graphs-in-excel/

For more on advanced chart types, see:
 
Advanced Excel Charts - Introduction. 
https://www.tutorialspoint.com/advanced_excel_charts/advanced_excel_charts_introd
uction.htm (http://tinyurl.com/ybsq5kg5).
 
The Data Visualisation Catalogue. https://datavizcatalogue.com/index.html 
(http://tinyurl.com/ybkxawhl). 

http://tinyurl.com/ybsq5kg5
http://tinyurl.com/ybkxawhl


Ideal for displaying hierarchical data. 
Each level is represented by one ring or 
circle with the innermost circle as the 
top of the hierarchy.

Sunburst Chart

Image source: Create a sunburst chart in Office 2016. 
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/Create-a-sunburst-chart-in-Offi
ce-2016-4a127977-62cd-4c11-b8c7-65b84a358e0c 



Butterfly Chart

Used to represent two data series side 
by side for comparison purposes, such 
as displaying positive vs. negative 
opinions, presenting election results 
(e.g. republicans vs. democrats), etc.

Image source: Butterfly Chart: A project in beta by ferdio. 
http://datavizproject.com/data-type/butterfly-chart/

Resources:

EXCEL - BUTTERFLY CHART. 
http://prabhu-bluemoon.blogspot.com/2013/07/excel-butterfly-chart.html and 
http://beatexcel.com/butterfly-chart/ 

http://prabhu-bluemoon.blogspot.com/2013/07/excel-butterfly-chart.html
http://beatexcel.com/butterfly-chart/


Combination 
Chart

Combine two or more charts, such as a 
line graph with a column chart. Band 
chart is particular subtype. A Band chart 
combines a line graph with added 
shaded areas to display the upper and 
lower boundaries of the defined data 
ranges.

Image source: What is Band Chart? 
https://www.tutorialspoint.com/advanced_excel_charts/advanced_excel_band_chart.htm

Resources:

Create a combination chart. 
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/Create-a-combination-chart-cf2c969a-b11e-4a
62-bb8f-da021177452f (http://tinyurl.com/yba3entl). 

Create Excel Charts with Bands or Threshold in the background. 
http://pakaccountants.com/horizontal-banded-excel-chart-tutorial/ 
(http://tinyurl.com/ybuy8lv9). 

http://tinyurl.com/yba3entl
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Datasets for Teaching and Learning

Source: https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/teaching-and-learning-datasets 

https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/teaching-and-learning-datasets

