Boot from bootable USB drive in VirtualBox

| have a bootable USB drive with Ubuntu installed. | tried to boot it from VirtualBox.
Ikraav's post on forums.virtualbox.org helped me to figure it out.

1. Create a new VM

ann Create New Virtual Machine

VM Name and OS Type

Enter a name for the new virtual machine and select the type of the guest
operating system you plan to install onto the virtual machine.

The name of the virtual machine usually indicates its software and hardware
configuration. It will be used by all VirtualBox components to identify your
virtual machine.

Name

myUsbUbuntu

05 Type

Operating System: | Linux 3] ‘?
Version: | Ubuntu :]

( )
( GoBack ) Continue

Y
2. Uncheck the "Boot Hard Disk" option
8,00, Create New Virtual Machine
Virtual Hard Disk
Select a virtual hard disk to be used as the boot hard disk of the virtual machine.
You can either create a new hard disk or select an existing one from the drop-
down list or by pressing corresponding button (to invoke file—open window).
If you need a more complicated hard disk setup, you can also skip this step and
attach hard disks later using the VM Settings dialog.
The recommended size of the boot hard disk is 8.00 GB.
[ Boot Hard Disk
*) Create new hard disk
Use existing hard disk
Ubuntu32_1104.vdi (Normal, 512.00 GB) 7
i
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. Connect the USB disk to your iMac, and choose "ignore" if your system says "The disk you inserted was not readable by this computer".(Because
iMac does not understand ext3/4 file systems.)

4. Figure out the device name using "Disk Utility"(Under Application -> Utilities). Mine was /dev/disk1
5. Create a vmdk file.

~/ Vi rtual Box VMs$ VBoxManage i nternal conmands createrawndk -filenane MyUsbUbunt u/ WDBO. virdk -rawdi sk / dev
/ di sk1

RAW host di sk access VMK file MyUsbUbunt u/ WDB0. vimdk created successfully.


http://forums.virtualbox.org/viewtopic.php?p=14648

6. Add an IDE Disk

Storage Tree Attributes

& |DE Controller o Name: |IDE Controller |
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7. Choose the vmdk file just created.

°
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You are about to add a virtual hard disk to
controller IDE Controller.

Would you like to create a new, empty file to
hold the disk contents or select an existing
one?

C Cancel ] W ( Create new disk )

8. Boot your virtual machine and enjoy your Ubuntu OS.

Display Resolution

Refer to my post here to get a better resolution.



https://wiki.rice.edu/confluence/display/~as43/VirtualBox+on+iMac
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